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Carbonated grape
juice to face 28%
- GST, rules AAAR

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: A touch of fizz has
led to grape juice manufactu-
red and distigbuted by a Ta-
mil Nadu-based company be-
ing booted out of the classifi-
cation of ‘Fruit pulp or fruit
juice-based drinks', which at-
fractsalowergoodsandservi-
cestax (GST)of 12%.

Instead, ‘K-Juice Grape’
— markefed by Kalis Spark-
ling Water— will be subjectto
GST at 28% as the Appellate
Authority for Advance Ru-
lings (AAAR) hasheld it to be
a ‘Carbonated beverage with

fruitjuice’,

While the company had
earlier contended that their
productisathermallyproces-
sed fruitbeverage, complying
with para 2,310 of the FSSAI
regulations, the Authority for
Advance Rulings (AAR) had

i -
‘Fruit pulp or fruit juice-based
drinks' attract 129 GST

held otherwise. This orderof
the AAR has now been up-
heldat theappellate level. ;
The AAAR distinguished
the case on hand from an or-
der of the Supreme Court,
whjchwasglvenmmeeasaof
Appy Fizz — a fruit juiceba-
sed drink. In that case, the
apex court had given a fin-
ding that fruit juice-based
drinks are not treated as ‘ae-
rated branded soft drinks'as
they have a separate entqr :
(classification). '
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